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The French, who had invested a great deal of money in Syria,
took hold of Syria, and a French High Commission, amply
supplied with money and troops, undertook to rule the three mil-
lion-odd Syrians who most certainly had not asked to be turned
into a European 'mandate,' which meant a colony but with a
slightly less offensive name. Soon different elements that had
been part of the old Syria were beginning to forget their dislike
for each other in one common hatred for the French. The Kurds
made peace with their hereditary enemies, the Roman Catholic
Maronites of Lebanon (the old home of the Phoenicians), and
the Christians ceased to maltreat the Jews, and the Jews ceased
to despise both Christians and Mohammedans, and the French
were obliged to erect a great many gallows in order to maintain
themselves. But order apparently has been re-established, and
Syria is rapidly becoming another Algeria. That does not mean
that the people like their mandatory rulers any better than before,
but merely that the leaders have been hanged and the others lack
the courage to go on fighting.
As for the valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates, it was ele-
vated to the raak of a monarchy, and the ruins of Babylon and
Nineveh are now part of the Kingdom of Iraq. But the new
potentates hardly enjoy the freedom of action of Hammurabi or
Assur-Bani-Pal. Iraq has now become a member of the League
of Nations.
As for Palestine (the land of the Philistines), which is also part
of this region, it is so strange a country that I shall have to be
very short about it for fear of filling the rest of this book with a
description of a litde State no larger than some ninth-rate Euro-
pean principality like Schleswig-Holstein, but which somehow or
other has played a greater part in human history than many a
first-class empire*
The original ancestors of the Jews, after leaving their miserable
villages in eastern Mesopotamia, and after wandering through the
northern part of the Arabian desert, and crossing the plains be-
tween Mount Sinai and the Mediterranean, and spending a few
centuries in Egypt, finally retraced their steps. They stopped
when they had reached the narrow strip of fertile land between